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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Treaties and Topics in American Diplomacy. By Free- 
man Snow, Ph.D., LL.B. The Boston Book Company. 
1894. 

For several years past the subject of the maintenance of 
peaceful relations between the leading nations of the world has 
received an unusual degree of attention. The most important 
of the resolutions adopted by the Pan-American Congress, 
which met in Washington in 1889, was that which favored the 
establishment of a system of international arbitrations which 
should settle all future disputes between ourselves and the 
republics of South America. A resolution has recently been 
introduced into Congress looking toward the introduction of a 
similar system as regards Great Britain. The highly satisfac- 
tory outcome of the Behring Sea Arbitrations has contributed 
much toward the substitution of a judicial procedure in the 
adjustment of international differences for the old-fashioned 
arbitrament of the sword. There never was a time when 
greater interest was taken in the subject of international rela- 
tions than at present. It is, therefore, with especial interest 
that we make mention in these columns of the above-entitled 
work by Dr. Freeman Snow, who has for many years occu- 
pied the chair of International Law at Harvard University. 
Although compiled primarily for the use of his classes in that 
institution, and of students of the same subject in other colleges, 
Dr. Snow has here given us a work which is likely to prove of 
the greatest value, not only to those who are interested in 
studying the history of our times, but also to those members 
of our bar who, in the practice of their profession, are called 
upon to deal with questions affecting international rights and 
the interpretation and enforcement of the provisions of the 
numerous treaties into which our Government has entered. 

The first half of this volume, denominated Part I, contains 
the full text of the most important treaties which have been 
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made either by our government with foreign powers, or between 
different foreign powers, with respect to the rights of this coun- 
try, beginning with the Treaty of Utrecht between England 
and France in the year 171 3, and ending with the convention 
for the settlement of the Behring Sea controversy in 1892. 
Among the treaties included by Dr. Snow in this collection 
may be mentioned the Treaties of Alliance and of Amity and 
Commerce, negotiated by Dr. Franklin with the French Gov- 
ernment in 1778; the Treaty of Peace, negotiated with Great 
Britain in 1783 ; the Jay Treaty of 1794; the Treaty for the 
Cession of Louisiana of 1803, and the numerous treaties 
relating to the Canadian fisheries. This volume includes 
either the full text of, or large extracts from, treaties made at 
various times by our government with nearly every civilized 
nation. 

Part II of Dr. Snow's book is entitled " Topics in American 
Diplomacy," and contains a series of three carefully written 
essays upon the subjects of " The Monroe Doctrine," " The 
Fisheries Question," and " The Behring Sea Arbitration." 
Under the first of these three heads he discusses the origin 
and history of the Monroe doctrine, and points out how it has 
exerted an influence in bringing about general congresses and 
international conferences of the various nations of North and 
South America — such, for instance, as the Panama Congress 
of 1826, the Congress of Lima of 1847, and the Pan-American 
Congress of 1889, of which the late Mr. Blaine, who was then 
our Secretary of State, was president. Dr. Snow also dis- 
cusses the effect of the Monroe doctrine, at different periods of 
our history, upon our relations with Cuba, San Domingo, 
Samoa and the Hawaiian Islands. 

His concluding essays upon "The Fisheries Question" and 
" The Behring Sea Arbitration " contain a succinct account of 
the manner in which the important questions involved in those 
famous controversies arose, became the subject of extensive 
negotiations, and were finally determined, in the one case, by a 
series of treaties, in the other by the adjudications of an impar- 
tial international tribunal. 

It is not too much to say that this volume fills a place and 
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answers a purpose not hitherto covered by any existing work 
on the subject of international law, and that no library pur- 
porting to include the more important law books as they are 
published from time to time can be regarded as complete 
without it. Russell Duane. 



A Manual of the Study of Documents to Establish the 
Individual Character of Handwriting, etc., and to 
Detect Fraud and Forgery, including Several New 
Methods of Research. By Persifor Frazer, Docteur 
^sciences naturelles. Officier de l'instruction publique 
(France). Correspondent Der K. K. Reichsanstalt Zu Wien, 
etc. Illustrated. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company. 
1894. 

We have read this book in its entirety excepting the last 
chapter concerning the law relating to the testimony of experts 
on handwriting, and from such examination we are able to 
give it our hearty approval. While we cannot agree with the 
learned author in everything that he has written, and espe- 
cially with the conclusions to which he arrived in Chapter %, 
concerning "The Sequence in Crossed Lines," and Chapter 14, 
concerning "Composite Photography," we are, however, able 
to state that the book is written in a thoroughly scientific 
spirit and method, and is evidently the work of a conscientious 
writer. It is, so far as. we know, the first systematic treatise 
on this subject, and the author as a pioneer in a difficult sub- 
ject is entitled to very great credit for the systematic clearness 
of his exposition. 

While it would be impossible for any one by reading this 
work to become an expert on handwriting, it will subserve 
a most useful purpose by furnishing lawyers Gharged with 
investigation of such subjects, the means of making them- 
selves acquainted with the methods of research adopted by 
those entitled to call themselves experts. 

Considering the fact, that there are several professed treat- 
ises upon the law of evidence to be found in every law library, 
much more exhaustive and better in every respect for lawyers' 



